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The ACT Council of Social Service (ACTCOSS)  has been saddened and 
devastated by the accidental death of Deputy Director Charlie Pahlman last  
Thursday (Canberra t ime)  while holidaying with his fam ily in Samoa. 
 
Charlie has been a pivotal member of the ACT community sector since he 
joined ACTCOSS in October 2001.  
 
Charlie was a t ireless advocate for the ACT community sector and for the 
int r insic worth of community determ ined act ion.   
 
His unflagging belief that  each community should determ ine their  own 
future was an inspirat ion to all who had the chance to work with Charlie 
over the years.    
 
Through his work with organisat ions such as ACTCOSS, ANTAR and 
Community Aid Abroad, Char lie Pahlman was able to t ranslate his beliefs 
into pract ice and provide many groups and community based organisat ions 
with the resources and skills they needed to set  and achieve their future 
goals.  
 
I n his role as a comm unity facilitator Char lie gained the respect  and 
admirat ion of many and earned the love and affect ion of more.  
 
As a Green’s candidate for the 2004 elect ion of the ACT Legislat ive 
Assembly, Char lie demonst rated his resolute faith that  we could create a 
bet ter world for ourselves and for our children.  
 
His passion for social j ust ice, his abilit y to bring diverse groups of people 
together in a common st r iv ing for bet ter community relat ions, his 
unswerving comm itm ent  to the recognit ion of I ndigenous r ights, his sense 
of our shared obligat ion to the environment , and am idst  all this, his love for 
his fam ily and fr iends inspired us all. 
 
ACTCOSS joins with his fam ily and his large circle of fr iends and colleagues 
in Aust ralia and South East  Asia to mourn the passing a fear less and 
dedicated man who saw a bet ter opt ion and shared this v ision with us.  
 
He will be great ly m issed.     
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ACTCOSS m ourns the loss of social just ice 

advocate, Charlie  Pahlm an. 


